AppL No 09/621,670 

Amdt.. dated Jul 7, 2006 

Reply to Office action of Apr 7, 2006 

REMARKS 

As amended herein, claims 1-41 and 44-48 are pending in the present application. 
Applicants appreciate the Examiner's allowance of claims 1-36 and 44, and indication that 
claims 42 and 46-48 would be allowable if rewritten in independent form with the base and any 
intervening claims. In view of the foregoing amendments and following comments, Applicants 
respectfully request reconsideration and allowance of all pending claims. 

Turning to the Office action, claim 37 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second 
paragraph, as indefinite. In response, claim 37 is amended to properly identify the claim from 
which it depends. Accordingly, this ground of rejection should be withdrawn. 

In addition, the Office action provisionally rejects claim 45 for non-statutory, 
obviousness-type double patenting in view of co-pending Application No. 09/613,439. A 
terminal disclaimer is submitted herewith to obviate this ground of rejection. Accordingly, claim 
45, as well as claims 46-48 dependent directly or indirectly thereon, should be allowed. 

Finally, the Office action rejects claims 38-41 in view of the prior art. In response, claim 
38 is amended to incorporate the subject matter of claim 42, which the Examiner indicated was 
allowable. Accordingly, the prior art grounds of rejection should be withdrawn. 
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Appl.No. 09/621,670 

Amdt dated Jul 7,2006 

Reply to Office action of Apr , 7, 2006 

CONCLUSION 

It is submitted that the present application is in good and proper form for allowance. A 
favorable action on the part of the Examiner is respectfully solicited. 

If, in the opinion of the Examiner a telephone conference would expedite prosecution of 
the subject application, the Examiner is invited to call the undersigned attorney. 



Respectfully submitted, 
MILLER, MATTHIAS & HULL 



July 7, 2006 By: 

Brent E. Matthias, Reg. No. 41,974 
Attorneys for Applicants 
One North Franklin 
Suite 2350 

Chicago, Illinois 60606 
(312) 977-9904 
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